
animals and plants covered by CITES,
as well as their parts and products made from 
them, have to be accompanied by
a CITES document

CITES documents have to be obtained
in advance

certificates issued by farms and nurseries are not 
enough for legal import or export

in many countries the species that are not 
included in CITES are also protected

it is sensible to check the content declaration 
before buying products containing animal and 
plant components

Remember

Illegal trade in endangered species is often treated 
as equal to drug and weapon trafficking. Customs 

officers at international border-crossings 
may confiscate any animal, plant 

or product included in CITES 
that is not accompanied by 

appropriate documents.
In addition to a heavy 
fine, the offender has 
to cover the costs of 
procedure and, in the 
case of live animals 
and plants, the costs of 
their care and return to 
the country of export. 
INTERPOL participates 
in the investigation of 

offenders.

Don’t let
ignorance get you into trouble

INFORMATION: 
Phone: + 386 (0) 1 478 4567 (Mon, Wed and Fri, from 8.00 to 12.00)

Fax: + 386 (0) 1 478 4051
E-mail: CITES.ARSO@gov.si

Take a photo as a

souvenir.

ENVIRONMENTAL AGENCY OF THE REPUBLIC OF SLOVENIA

Published by: Environmental Agency of the Republic of Slovenia; Edited by: Robert Bolješič,
Urška Mavri; Production: ARGOS; Text: Robert Bolješič; Translation: Tinka Lengar; Drawings: 
Marjan Vaupotič; Design: Ivana Kadivec; Lithography: Scanart; Printed by: Tiskarna Ljubljana, 

skins and products made from big cats such
as tiger, cheetah, leopard, jaguar, etc.

traditional Oriental medicines containing parts
of endangered species (e.g. tiger bones, rhinoceros 
horn, bear gall, musk)

skins and products made from seals, whales, crocodiles, 
large lizards and snakes

products made from ivory, tortoiseshell and corals

Queen conch and giant clam shells and products
made from them

ebony products, and cacti, orchids or some
other ornamental plants taken from the wild

meat and caviar of sturgeons

and other products derived from endangered species

While travelling, think before you buy:

Endangered Animal
and Plant Species

Think be fore you buy!

Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora



Did you know 

that by buying 
certain products and 

tourist souvenirs 
you contribute to 
the extinction of 

endangered species

that animals and 
plants taken from the 

wild frequently die 
or wither because of 
inadequate transport 

and care

that illegally 
imported animals 

are often infected by 
dangerous diseases 

and parasites

International trade in plants 
and animals, their parts and 
products made from them has 
brought many species to the 
brink of extinction. Exotic 
animals and plants attract 
buyers by their curious and 
unique shape or simply because 
they are rare.

Every year over 
40,000 primates,
15 million other mammals,
4 million birds,
10 million reptiles,
10 million orchids,
and uncountable numbers of 
other animals and plants are 
taken from the wild.

The aim of CITES is to protect animal and plant  
species threatened by international trade.
Its provisions apply to live or dead animals and 
plants, as well as their parts and products made
from them. 

CITES prohibits trade in almost 900 species 
threatened with extinction. Trade in the remaining 
30,000 species covered by CITES is permitted but 
strictly controlled.

Did you know

International
trade threatens 
animal and
plant species

Do I really need to have it?

Does it belong to an endangered species?

Do I know how to care for it, and do I have
the necessary means?

Can I provide the transport and adequate
living conditions in accordance with regulations?

Do I know enough about its diet,
behaviour and biology?

Is it poisonous, and is the relevant antidote 
registered in my country?

Is it aggressive or is it likely to carry an infectious 
disease or dangerous parasites?

What permits do I need for keeping it and 
importing or exporting it?

Before purchasing
a live animal or plant
ask yourself 

CITES is an
abbreviation for the 
Convention on International 

Trade in Endangered Species 
of Wild Fauna and Flora.

It is also referred to
as the Washington 

Convention.

What is CITES?

that each country Party to CITES has to
control international trade in and possession
of specimens of species included in CITES

that 167 countries have already joined the 
Convention

that CITES has been in force in Slovenia
since 2000

that measures applied in the European Union are 
even more stringent than those imposed
by CITES


