
Millions of plants and 
animals are taken from 
the wild every year. They 
are used in traditional 
medicine and pharmacy, 
for food products, 
furniture, musical 
instruments, clothing, 
leather goods, jewellery, 
tourist souvenirs, etc. 
Live animals are used for 
the pet trade and rare 
plants are collected for 
their unusual and unique 
shapes. 

?
that by buying animals 

and plants you 
may threaten their 

existence in the wild? 

?
existence in the wild?

that excessive trade 
in animals and plants 
has brought over 900 
species to the brink of 

extinction? 
Among them are 

monkeys, elephants, 
whales and dolphins, 

predators, birds of 
prey, parrots, turtles, 
lizards, amphibians, 

cacti, orchids and 
many others.

Did you know

International 
trade threatens 
animal and plant 
species

What is 
CITES?

 is the abbreviation of the English name of the 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora. 

Each Party to CITES must ensure that international 
trade in animals and plants does not threaten their 
survival in the wild. CITES prohibits international trade 
in the most endangered species. It also regulates and 
limits the trade in other species included in CITES.

Did you know
 that CITES entered into force as early as 1975 and 
is one of the oldest international agreements on 
nature conservation 

 only one-tenth of countries in the world have not 
yet joined CITES

 that CITES protected over 33,000 species of animals 
and plants

 that CITES provisions apply to live or dead animals 
and plants, as well as their parts and products made 
from them

European Union and CITES
The European Union (EU) is one of the largest 
importers of tropical timber, caviar, live reptiles 
and their skins, corals, cacti and orchids. The EU 
Member States implement the Convention in 
compliance with Council Regulation (EC) No 338/97.

The EU regulations are stricter than CITES
 trade in certain species is prohibited in the EU, even 
though CITES allows it (common dolphin, hawk, 
Hermann's tortoise, lady’s slipper orchid, etc)

 the EU also monitors species that are not included 
in CITES (crested porcupine, red-eared slider, arnica, 
Iceland moss, etc)

 the EU also monitors internal trade, i.e. trade   
within the EU Member States and between them

 the EU may suspend imports with regard to certain 
animal and plant species even if trade is  
allowed under CITES

Did you know
 that Slovenia has been implementing the  
provisions of CITES since 2000

 that every year Slovenian customs officers   
discover several cases of illegal import of  
tortoises and date mussels, corals, caviar, ivory  
and pharmaceutical products

 that CITES protects over 150 species native to Slovenia 
(brown bear, wolf, peregrine falcon, black vanilla  
      orchid, snowdrops, cyclamen, etc)



Endangered Animal 
and Plant Species

Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora

Think before you buy!

Don’t let ignorance 
  get you into trouble

The import, export 
or internal trade in 
any CITES protected 
animal or plant, 

whether living or 
dead, as well as any 
part or product made 
from them, requires 
the presentation 
of an appropriate 
document. Customs, 
police or inspection 
officers will seize 
illegal shipments, and 
the offender must, in 

addition to payment 
of fines, cover all costs 

of temporary care or 
storage of such shipments.

Think before you buy
 a monkey, parrot, lizard, turtle, spider, cactus or orchid
 traditional Asian medicine containing parts of 
endangered species (e.g. tiger bones, rhino horn,  
bear gall, musk, seahorse)

 fur made from Asian big cats, skin and   
leather goods from lizards,     
snakes and crocodiles

 decorative items and jewellery    
made from ivory, tortoiseshell    
and coral

 meat of bear, crocodile, eel,    
sturgeon caviar and      
date mussels.

Remember
 CITES documents have to be obtained in advance
 documents are issued by the Environmental Agency 
of the Republic of Slovenia 

 live animals and plants are not allowed to cross all 
international borders 

 it is sensible to check the content declaration before 
buying products containing animal and plant 
components

 illegally imported animals and plants are often 
infected by dangerous diseases and parasites
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Be a thoughtful buyer 
and preserve 

nature and 
species!

INFORMATION:


